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Clockwise from top left: John Sykes, Mary Gianotti, Andrew Schauer, Mik Dalpes, Daniel Krueger, Aleph 
Johnston-Bloom, Graham Predeger. Wendy Wagner in the middle. 

Cover: Skier-triggered avalanche on Sunburst. Skier was caught and carried roughly 200’ 
before  skiing out of the path. The crown was roughly 200’ wide and 12-16” deep, failing on a 
layer of surface hoar buried by a recent storm. 11.28.2025. 
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415 Avalanche Forecasts Published 

158 Professional Observations Published 

12 Avalanche Warnings Issued 

13 Special Avalanche Bulletins Issued 

21 Outreach Events 

0 Fatalities within the CNFAC Area 

3 Near Misses within CNFAC Area 
1.2 mil Web visits at www.ChugachAvalanche.org 

2025-26 
CNFAC Overview  
 

Photo: (03/21/2022) Skier-triggered 
avalanche on Max’s Mtn. in Girdwood. Skier 
was caught, carried, and injured, requiring 
helicopter evacuation. 
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Letter from the Director

This one was for Wendy.  

This season started with the 
devastating loss of Wendy Wagner 
on November 6. Wendy was with 
the Avalanche Center for 15 years, 
including 11 at the helm as the 
Director. She developed the 
program from a fledgling operation 
to a national standard, doubling 
the size of the avalanche center 
staff and quadrupling the number 
of forecast areas. She had a style 
of leadership that fostered 
confidence and growth among a 
high-functioning team, and she 
was an icon in the community. She was a mentor, a close friend, and she meant the world to all 
of us. 

Keeping the avalanche center running after losing Wendy was never something that any of us 
had imagined. It felt impossible, but it was also the most important thing we could do to honor 
her legacy. Every person on our staff worked so far beyond their normal responsibilities to keep 
the center running. But there is absolutely no way we could have done this on our own.  

The amount of support we received from the community was overwhelming. This included 
phone calls, texts, and letters, as well as covering observations and joining us for field days 
when we were stretched thin. We are sincerely grateful to all of our partners, professional and 
recreational alike. 

We had the help of two very talented interns, Nathan Baird and Marc Heifetz, who showed up 
ready to work on day 1. They delivered high-quality field observations, often working 
independently without any forecast staff. They also organized several outreach events, with a 
focus on providing information to the younger crowd.  

Last, but far from least, we were incredibly fortunate to be able to lean on Graham Predeger 
and Aleph Johnston-Bloom to keep us going. On top of his regular duties as the Forest Safety 
Manager, Graham returned to a nearly full-time role with the avalanche center for the entire 
season. Not only did he fill a critical gap in publishing forecasts and covering field days, but he 
also led us through seemingly endless operational and administrative challenges, providing a 
seamless link between the Avalanche Center, the Forest Service, and many of our Partners. 
Aleph responded to a very last-minute call for help as we realized that we had a critical gap in 
staffing during December and January. We were extremely fortunate to be able to rely on her 
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to jump right back into the avalanche center, writing forecasts and covering field days on very 
short notice. 

The season ended with a second devastating loss to the Alaskan snow community, as Dylan 
Lenzie died in an avalanche accident while guiding a heli skiing group in the Gannet Glacier 
area. In addition to being a heli ski guide, Dylan worked as an instructor for the Alaska 
Avalanche School and as a professional observer for the Hatcher Pass Avalanche Center. He was 
talented, smart, and humble; a role model to other avalanche professionals. 

Despite the challenges and loss experienced this season, we are proud to have been able to 
continue to provide avalanche information to the community, and to continue to grow Wendy’s 
program We issued our first danger ratings and our first avalanche warnings for the Chugach 
State Park zone, we pulled off more outreach events than we ever have in the past, and we 
kept an eye on each other as we made it through the season. 

This season was incredibly challenging, and it has left us with some scars that may never heal. 
But we are proud to be able to say that we continued to grow the Avalanche Center despite all 
of the challenges, and we are sincerely grateful for all of the support we have received. 

  

  

Hanging at Wendy’s this fall. Left to right: Graham Predeger, Mik Dalpes, Mary 
Gianotti, Wendy Wagner, John Sykes, Andrew Schauer, Daniel Krueger 
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Thank you to our network of Avy Professionals and Observers! 

Thank you to everyone who shared an observation, 
joined us as a field partner, or simply sent us a 
message of support. Additionally, THANK YOU to all of 
you who have supported the CNFAC through 
donations, memberships, and a variety of other 
means.  We could not do this without you. 

These groups make our operation possible through 
sharing observations, joining us on field days, 
providing perspective on challenging avalanche 
forecasting situations, and lending a hand when things 
go sideways. Thank you to all of the people involved 
with these organizations. We are lucky to work and 
recreate in a location with a community of talented 
professionals working for so many different 
operations. 

Pro Partners 

Alaska Avalanche School 

Alaska DOT&PF 

Alaska Railroad 

Alaska Guide Collective 

Alaska Pacific University 

Alyeska Ski Patrol and Snow Safety 

Chugach Powder Guides 

Girdwood Backcountry Guides 

Chugach Electric  

Alaska Mountain Rescue Group 
Anchorage Nordic Ski Patrol 

Avalanche Risk Solutions 

The over 250 public users who 
submitted observations!! 

Chugach NF Fleet Manager Chad Smith, GRD Facilities and Maintenance Specialist Dan Keeler, and East Alaska 
Range Avalanche Center Avalanche Specialist Andy Doughty checking out the East Alaska Range during Arctic 
Man. 
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Partnerships 

We are grateful to continue working with the following partners: 

 
  

Dan Keeler putting this year’s loaner snowmachine to 
use to check conditions on the back of Seattle Ridge. 

Friends of the Chugach Avalanche 
Center: 
Non-profit arm providing funding 
for salaries, forecaster gear, and 
equipment. More on page 24. 
 
Alaska State Parks (Chugach State Park): 
Assisting the CSP avalanche 
specialist. More on page 11. 
 
Alaska Mining and Diving Supply/BR 
Use of a new Ski-Doo Summit 850 
snowmachine through the BRP loaner 
program 
 
A2D Sledworks: 
Long time supporter, providing 
snowmachine parts and labor. 
 
 

Girdwood Brewing Company: 
Brews the famous ‘Avy Savvy’ where a 
portion of pints sold supports the 
center. This season they presented a check 
for just over $2,000. 
 
National Weather Service: 
Provides custom mountain weather 
forecasts, and issues avalanche warnings. 
 
BeadedStream/KCI: 
Owns and operates the snow temperature 
data on Tincan. 
 
Northern Aspects Film Festival: 
Donates proceeds from several film events 
to F-CAC. 
 
Powderhound Ski Shop: 
Donates a portion of proceeds from their 
annual White Friday sale event to F-CAC. 
 

Big thanks to the Powderhound crew for supporting 
us for another season. 
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Forecasts and Statistics

Forecast Summary 
 

 Forecasts Warnings SAB 

Turnagain Pass 147 4 3 
Summit Lake 147 2 3 
Seward/Lost Lake 102 3 3 
Chugach State Park 19 3 4 

The 2025/2026 season was unusual, driven 

primarily by low snow coverage across the 

Chugach National Forest forecast zones 

(Turnagain Pass, Summit Lake, and Seward 

and Lost Lake) and exceptionally cold 

temperatures that led to prolonged periods 

of persistent weak layers. 

Overall, we issued 12 avalanche warnings and 

13 special avalanche bulletins across all 

forecast zones—an increase from the 10 

warnings and 4 special bulletins issued during 

the 2024/2025 season. This significant 

increase in special forecast products reflects 

the frequent periods of dangerous avalanche 

conditions. We use these products to reach 

beyond our typical backcountry recreation 

audience and communicate directly with the 

general public through our partnership with 

the National Weather Service. 

Persistent slab problems were far more 

prevalent this season. Across all forecast regions, the proportion of days with Persistent Slab or 

Deep Persistent Slab as Problem 1 increased notably compared to the previous year. In the 

Turnagain Pass and Summit Lake zones, these persistent problems were listed as Problem 1 on 

approximately 60% of forecast days. Despite their high frequency, overall danger ratings were 

generally lower than last season, with Moderate danger occurring most frequently in the alpine 

across all regions and Considerable danger a close second. In contrast, during the 2024/2025 

Histograms of daily danger ratings for each CNFAC  
forecast zone. 
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season a long-lived buried surface hoar layer drove Considerable danger as the dominant rating 

in the alpine and treeline bands for Turnagain Pass and Seward/Lost Lake. Below treeline, Low 

danger dominated across most zones due to thin snow cover below 1,000 feet. 

Following the cold, dry winter, we experienced a notably cold and wet spring. The typical late-

April wet and glide avalanche cycle was largely absent this year, even though we extended 

operations through May 3rd to cover late-season storms. As a result, Wet Slab avalanches were 

primarily an issue in the Chugach State Park zone, where spring warming activated weak layers 

near the base of the snowpack that had persisted all winter. 

Observations 

Our sincere thanks go out to everyone who 

contributed to our observations page this season! 

Public observations make our job possible and 

provide incredibly valuable information that directly 

Pie charts of avalanche problem types for Problem 1 and Problem 2 for each forecast zone. 

(04/17/2026) A public observer shared this 
photo of a large skier-triggered avalanche on 
Peak 2. 

 Public Obs CNFAC Obs 
Turnagain Pass 227 82 
Summit Lake 65 26 
Seward/Lost Lake 8 13 
Chugach State Park 103 37 

 



 9 

shapes the forecasts. Public observations were more critical than ever this season as we started 

issuing our first danger ratings and avalanche warnings in the Chugach State Park, and the steady 

flow of your reports was a key information source supporting those new products. Cheers to 

another year of collaborating as a tight-knit backcountry community to keep Southcentral Alaska 

informed and safe! 

Web, AvyApp, And Social Media Reach 
 

 

New this season: 
AvyApp! 

This season we signed on to 
the AvyApp, joining 15 other 
U.S. avalanche centers to 
adopt this new platform. The 
app is available on iPhone 
and Android devices, and it 
improves the ease of 
viewing avalanche forecasts, 
observations, and weather 
products on mobile devices. 
The cost is covered by the 
Friends of the Chugach 
Avalanche Center, making it 
free for all users. 

 
 

 

ChugachAvalanche.org 

 2024/25 2025/26 
Unique Users 82,296 122,960 
Total visits 333,480 375,876 
Pageview 1,216,434 1,273,562 
Avg Pageviews 2.8 3.4 
Avg Visit 4 min 24 sec 2 min 53 sec 
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Social Media 

Our social media channels continue to be 
an important means of communicating 
avalanche information. Here is a quick look 
at the numbers from each of our pages this 
season: 

 

 

  

Instagram  

1,890,111 Views 

53,083 Interactions 

16,001 Followers 

Facebook 

4,226,268 Views 

25,997 Interactions 

15,234 Followers 

YouTube 

1,023 Subscribers 

934 hours Watched 

122,722 Views 
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Southcentral Alaska Avalanche Workshop 2025 
 

 On the morning of this year’s 
SAAW, we woke up to 2’ of new 
snow on the ground. A sleeper 
storm that arrived unexpected — 
Wendy’s favorite kind. It brought 
knee-deep snow down to sea 
level, and made for incredible 
early-season skiing. We dubbed it 
Wendy’s storm and started the 
day 15 minutes late because the 
commute across town was a 
nightmare. She would have loved 
it. 

This year’s SAAW took place at 
Anchorage’s local ski hill, Hilltop 
Ski Area. It was organized by 
avalanche professionals from the 
Chugach National Forest 
Avalanche Center (CNFAC), Alaska 
Avalanche School (AAS), Alyeska 
Ski Resort, Alaska Department of 
Transportation and Public 
Facilities, Alaska Department of 
Geological and Geophysical 
Surveys, Chugach Powder Guides, 
and student volunteers from the 
Alaska Pacific University Snow 
Science program. Heather 
Johnson, who wears hats at 
Hatcher Pass Avalanche Center 
(HPAC) and AAS, stepped up to the 
mic as this year’s emcee. The 
CNFAC team opened the day by 
sharing the hard news of Wendy’s 
passing and leading a moment of 
silence to honor her. With heavy 
hearts lightened by the presence 
of a great community, we carried 
on the event that she dreamed up 
in 2013. 

SAAW 2025 Presentations 

Jayne Thompson Nolan (remote): Updates from A3 

Andrew Schauer: Learning from an unprecedented 
season: A case study of the 2024-25 season at 
Turnagain Pass 

Kyle Van Peursem: 25/26 Winter Weather Outlook: A 
return of La Nina – Will this winter actually get the 
memo? 

Ian McCammon: Slope Measurement for Humans 

John Sykes: How big is that avalanche? A simple 
method for estimating avalanche D-size 

Ian McCammon: Avalanche Accidents: What are recent 
trends telling us? 

Kristin Timm: Improving the communication of future 
snow avalanche models 

Jonathan Bryan: Backcountry Comms: What we know 
vs what we understand 

AK Avalanche Centers: Updates from across the state 

Silver SAAW Award: Presented to Ira Edwards 

(11/07/2026) A full house at the Hilltop Lodge listens to keynote 
speaker Ian McCammon 
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Chugach State Park Avalanche Program 

The Chugach State Park avalanche program continued to expand during the 2025–2026 season, 
marking our third year of providing avalanche information for high-use areas near Anchorage. 
The program remains focused on supporting safe backcountry travel through the delivery of 
clear, timely, and relevant avalanche information to the public. From early season through 
February, we issued “Weekend Avalanche Outlooks” each Friday before 5 PM, providing users 
with a preview of expected weekend conditions.   

In March, we implemented a new weekly forecast format, marking a significant step forward in 
the program.  We issued a full 24-hour avalanche forecast each Saturday at 7 AM, including a 
danger rating, avalanche problems, and a 24-hour outlook. Additionally, full forecasts were 
issued outside of the regular schedule during periods of elevated avalanche hazard.  

This transition marks an important step toward a more consistent and comprehensive forecasting 
product for the Chugach State Park zone. The successful launch of this new product was made 
possible largely through the development and dedication of forecaster Mary Gianotti, who 
willingly took on the significant additional workload and responsibilities required to cover the 
Chugach State Park zone.  

 

  

(04/25/2026) This very large avlanche on the north side of Peak 3 was triggered by a 
group of hikers. Three people were caught and carried, one of which was nearly fully 
buried. The debris from the avalanche crossed the Powerline Pass Trail. 
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Public Outreach 

 Part of our mission is to 
spread the word about avalanche 
awareness through public events 
and media engagements. To 
support our expanded forecasting 
program, we continued growing 
our outreach efforts across the 
Kenai Peninsula, Girdwood, and 
Anchorage Bowl. These free 
community events are designed 
to build foundational avalanche 
awareness and introduce more 
people to our daily forecast 
products. This season, we 
reached over 1600 participants 
through these events! 

We are deeply grateful for the 
strong partnerships with local 
businesses and outdoor clubs that 
help us organize, promote, and 
deliver these events. 

  

2025/26 Outreach Events 
West High Ski Film - Oct 17, Anchorage 
Beartooth Snow Stories - Oct 23, Anchorage 
Forecaster Chat - Nov 5, Soldotna 
Southcentral Alaska Avalanche Workshop - Nov 7, 
Anchorage 
Avy Savy Night @ Girdwood Brewery - Nov 21, 
Girdwood 
Northern Aspects Film Festival - Nov 23, Dec 2, Mar 19. 
Anchorage, Girdwood, and Seward  
UAF ACCAP - VAWS Presentation - Dec 4, Webinar 
AAS Pro 2 Guest Lecture - Jan 6 & 7, Girdwood 
Forecaster Chat at Girdwood Brewing Co. – Jan. 8, 
Girdwood 
Beacon and Eggs Rescue Clinic – Jan 18, Girdwood 
Arctic Valley Forecaster Chat - Feb 7, Anchorage 
Glen Alps Avalanche Rescue Workshop – Feb 15, 
Chugach State Park 
Snowmachine Clinic Awareness Talk - Feb 28, Valdez 
SOLEC Forest Service Law Enforcement Training - Mar 
3, Seward 
Forecaster Chat - Mar 5, Seward 
West High School Avalanche Awareness – Mar 5, 
Anchorage 
Turnagain Pass Avalanche Awareness Day – Mar 14 
APU Snow Science Career Talk - Mar 26, Anchorage 
Seward Middle School Snow School - Apr 8, Turnagain 
Pass 
Seward Ranger District Avalanche Safety Meeting - Apr 
9, Moose Pass 
Goldenview Middle School – Apr 22, Anchorage 

(02/15/2026) Anchorage Nordic Ski Patroller Amy 
Holman helping with the Glen Alps avalanche rescue 
clinic this February. 
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Avalanche Incidents

Despite the challenging snowpack we dealt with this season, we were lucky to make it through 
the winter without any avalanche fatalities within the CNFAC forecast area. Sadly, there were 
two separate heli skiing fatalities just north of our forecast zone in the Lake George area. Our 
sincere condolences go out to the family and friends of these two people. One of the fatal 
accidents involved Dylan Lenzie, who was a heli guide for Crown Mtn. Guides as well as an 
avalanche educator for the Alaska Avalanche School and professional observer for HPAC. 

In addition to the two fatal accidents, we also highlight three near-misses. While all of these 
incidents involved serious injuries, they could easily have been fatal avalanches if circumstances 
were slightly different. 

We briefly review these five notable incidents below, but complete reports may be found on the 
CNFAC website, at http://www.ChugachAvalanche.org/view-accidents  

Near Misses 
Max’s Mtn. – Mar. 22, 2026 

A group of backcountry skiers triggered an 
avalanche while ascending Max’s Mountain 
above Girdwood on March 21, 2026. The 
avalanche was 1–2′ deep, 150′ wide, and ran 
400–500 vertical feet. It was triggered near 
the bottom of the slope, with the fracture 
propagating 100–200′ above the party. The 
slide ran through sparse trees, with debris 
averaging 5–8′ deep. One person was caught, 
carried, and fully buried, but was able to clear 
their airway. They sustained serious injuries 
requiring helicopter evacuation. 

 

Falls Creek – Apr. 17, 2026  

Three skiers were descending a couloir on 
the north side of Falls Peak. The two people 
at the bottom were caught and carried about 
700 vertical feet in a storm slab avalanche, 
which was roughly 6-8” deep. It is unclear 
whether the avalanche was natural or if it 
was triggered by someone in the group. The 

two skiers caught sustained significant injuries and were evacuated by helicopter. 

Type: Soft Slab 
Problem/Character: Persistent Slab 
Crown Depth: 12-18” 
Width: 150’ 
Vertical Run: 500’ 
Trigger: Skier 
Aspect: Southwest 
Elevation: 2800’ at crown, 2300′ at runout 
Slope Characteristics: Planar slope, crown at 
ridgeline, sparse trees, alders, tundra in start 
zone. 
Code: SS-ASu-R2-D2-I 

Type: Soft Slab 
Problem/Character: Storm Slab 
Crown Depth: 6-8”  
Vertical Run: 700’ 
Trigger: Unknown 
Aspect: North  

http://www.chugachavalanche.org/view-accidents
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Peak 3/Powerline Pass – Apr. 25, 2026 

A group of five hikers triggered a large 
avalanche while descending the north side of 
Peak 3. Three of the members of the group 
were caught and carried up to 700 feet 
downslope, while two remained above the 
crown of the avalanche when the slope 
released. The avalanche was approximately 
425′ wide and ran 1100′ vertical, with a debris 
pile that was 6 to 8′ deep and buried about 
100′ of the Powerline Pass trail. The crown was 
2.5′ deep on average. At least one member of 
the group was nearly fully buried. No members 
of the group had avalanche transceivers or 

rescue gear. Kite skiers recreating nearby were able to visually find and excavate the hikers, and 
rescue was coordinated by the Alaska State Troopers. 

Avalanche Fatalities 
Lake George, Mar. 27, 2026  

Details are very limited for this accident.  

One heli skier was caught in an avalanche near Lake George and did not survive. The accident 
occurred approximately 1 mile east of Lake George at around 2 p.m. on March 27. 

The second skier on the slope triggered an avalanche remotely. He was unable to deploy his 
airbag, was caught, carried, and fully buried. The skier was extracted from the avalanche debris 
and flown to a hospital in Anchorage by the heli ski guides, where he was pronounced deceased. 

Gannet Glacier, Apr. 29, 2026 

A snowboard guide was caught, carried, and fully 
buried in an avalanche while leading a client in the 
Gannett Glacier area. He was located and rescued by 
his co-guide and transported to a nearby hospital via 
helicopter. He remained unresponsive and died two 
days later.

  

Type: Soft Slab 
Problem/Character: Storm slab, 
stepped down to persistent slab 
Crown Depth: 2-3’ 
Width: 250’ 
Trigger: Snowboarder 
Weak Layer: Persistent Grain 
Aspect: North 
Elevation: 6600’ at start zone 
Code: SS – ARu – D3 – I/O 

 

Type: Hard Slab 
Problem/Character: Persistent Slab 
Crown Depth: 2.5′ 
Width: 425’ 
Vertical Run: 1100’ 
Trigger: Hiker 
Aspect: Northeast 
Elevation: 3500’ at crown, 2400′ at runout 
Slope Characteristics: Planar gulley, crown 
in rocky terrain.  Sparse trees, alders, and 
tundra in slide path. 
Code: HS-AFu-R4-D3-O 
Weak Layer: Depth hoar near the ground 
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Weather and Snowpack Summary

The 2025/26 season had 
several extended cold and 
dry spells, leading to a 
snowpack that was well 
below historical averages. 
We saw a widespread glide 
avalanche cycle in the 
beginning of the season, and 
dealt with several different 
concerning layers of crusts and facets throughout the season. March was particularly challenging 
in that regard, as intermittent dry spells between storms resulted in three distinct layers of near-
surface facets that would go on to be the culprit in multiple avalanche incidents. We discuss the 
weather patterns and avalanche cycles of the season in more detail in the following section.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Season 
Snowfall 

Peak 
SWE 

% Median SWE 

Anchorage Hillside 118” 9.4” 86% 

Turnagain Pass 198” 22.1” 57% 

Summit Creek 79” 8.9” 75% 

Grouse Creek 
Divide 

80” 8.7” 45% 

 

Seasonal Snow Water Equivalent (SWE) at the Turnagain Pass Snotel site. The black line 
represents the 2025/26 season, green line is the median, indigo is the max and red is the 
min. Shaded areas represent the 10th, 30th, 70th, and 90th percentile ranges. 
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November 
 

 SWE Snowfall 

Turnagain Pass 6.9 66 
Summit Lake 1.6 24.5 
Grouse Creek 6.0 19 
Glen Alps 2.2 17 

 

Weather events 

At the beginning of November, we had about 
3 to 5’ of settled snow on the ground above 
3,000’. The month was characterized by 3 
storm events, with the first being the coldest 
and largest of the three. Dubbed Wendy’s 
storm, (November 6) we received ~2.3” SWE 
at Turnagain Pass (26” snow), ~0.7” SWE at 
Summit Lake (15” snow), and ~0.9” SWE at 
Grouse Creek (14” snow). This fell as snow to sea level, with 2’ of snow on the ground in Girdwood 
and Anchorage. 

November 19-21 brought another ~2” of SWE (17” snow) to Turnagain Pass, ~0.5” SWE (4.5” 
snow) to Summit Lake, and ~1.5” SWE (0” snow) to Grouse Creek. This storm was warmer, 
bringing rain to ~2,000’. Although there was no snow at Grouse Creek, the SNOLITE at Primrose 
recorded 7” new snow during this period.  

The last stormy period of the month began November 26 and lasted through the beginning of 
December. This was another warm storm bringing rain to 2,000’ across all forecast areas. 
Turnagain Pass recorded ~2.2” SWE from Nov. 26-30. Summit Lake recorded ~0.7” SWE and 
Grouse Creek recorded ~3.1” SWE. Again, there was no new snow recorded at Grouse Creek, but 
Primrose SNOLITE reported 24” new snow during this time. The dry periods between storms this 
month provided opportunities for surface hoar and facets to develop, which became a problem 
as these layers were buried. 

Chugach State Park: Wendy’s Storm on November 6 brought ~12" of new snow to sea level and 
0.8" of SWE at the Anchorage Hillside Snotel. This was followed by prolonged cold, clear, and dry 
conditions that promoted widespread faceting. A November 29 rain event formed the 
“Thanksgiving crust.” The month ended with limited precipitation and several periods of strong 
ridgetop winds. 

 

 

(11/22/2025) Several layers of surface hoar developed 
between November storms. This remote triggered 
avalanche on Tenderfoot occurred on November 22, 
with one of these layers of surface hoar as the culprit. 
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Avalanches 

November’s avalanche activity primarily consisted of glide avalanches. Activity was on all aspects 
above 2,000’ up to 4,000’. At one point there were so many glide cracks and avalanches on the 
south side of Sunburst that it was nearly impossible to avoid them. This glide cycle lasted into 
mid-December. 

On November 11, a skier was caught and carried in an avalanche in the Library in Turnagain 
Pass. We suspect the weak layer was surface hoar that was buried by Wendy’s Storm. 

During the last warm storm that began November 26, there was a large natural avalanche cycle 
in Turnagain Pass. Some of these avalanches were 1,000’ wide and some were triggered 
remotely. There were several human-triggered avalanches on November 28 that were not quite 
large enough to bury a person. One person was carried, but not buried. The weak layer in many 
of these avalanches was confirmed to be buried surface hoar.  

December 
 

 SWE Snowfall 

Turnagain Pass 1.6 13 
Summit Lake 1 9.5 
Grouse Creek 0.5 1 
Glen Alps 1.1 8 

 

Weather events 

After a warm and stormy November, 
December was one of the coldest and driest on 
record. The first week of December was warm 
with some weak disturbances bringing small 
amounts of SWE and snow above 2,500’. 
Turnagain Pass recorded ~0.7” SWE, Summit 
Lake ~0.4” SWE, and Grouse Creek ~0.3” SWE.  

After December 6, precipitation stopped, wind 
increased and temperatures plummeted for 
the next 20 days. These were perfect 
conditions for widespread near-surface facet 
growth from Anchorage to Seward. Outflow 
winds occurred throughout this 20 day period 
with stronger wind speeds in Summit Lake and especially Seward. Turnagain Pass was largely 
spared from the wind. 

 (12/25/2026) It was difficult to avoid glide cracks in 
the beginning of the season. Here is a graphic of 2 
large glide avalanches before and after within a 48 
hour period. 
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The large facet layer that grew during this time period was buried on December 26 with a small 
storm followed by a larger pulse of precipitation on December 28. This storm favored the 
Turnagain Pass area with ~0.9” SWE, Summit Lake received ~0.4” SWE, and Grouse Creek ~0.2” 
SWE over the course of three days.  

Avalanches 

The glide cycle continued for the first two weeks of the month, with many glide avalanches 
occurring across zones, some of which had no visible crack before releasing. Glide activity slowed 
and the last observed glide avalanche was on December 16 in the Girdwood Flats. There wasn’t 
any notable avalanche activity during this period of cold weather despite multiple buried weak 
layers. 

Avalanche activity picked up once the “December facets” were buried. Several natural large 
avalanches occurred. On December 31, 13 human-triggered avalanches were reported. These 
were D1 to 1.5 in size and occurred on multiple aspects from 2,300’ to 4,000’. 

 

January 
 

 SWE Snowfall 

Turnagain Pass 5 46 
Summit Lake 3.4 19 
Grouse Creek 7.7 37 
Glen Alps 3.7 34 

 

Weather events 

The pattern shift that occurred at the end of 
December continued through January with 
several storms. The storm that really tipped 
the scale for avalanches occurred January 9-
10 bringing ~0.7” SWE to Turnagain Pass, 
~0.3” SWE to Summit Lake, and ~1.3” SWE to 
Grouse Creek. A large storm began January 13 
bringing ~1.8” SWE to Turnagain Pass, ~1.5” 
SWE to Summit Lake, and ~3.5” SWE to 
Grouse Creek over the course of 5 days. After 
a week of dry weather the last storm of the month was warm and wet bringing ~2.6” SWE to 
Turnagain Pass, ~1.0” SWE to Summit Lake, and ~2.6” SWE to Grouse Creek from January 25-29. 

Chugach State Park: A January 4-6 storm brought 13" of new snow and 1" of SWE, burying weak, 
faceted layers. A January 14-17 loading event added 9" of new snow, 0.9" of SWE, and strong 

(01/19/2026) Graham Predeger investigating the 
crown of an avalanche that was over a mile wide. The 
avalanche was triggered remotely by a snowmachiner 
on the back side of Seattle Ridge in the Widowmaker 
area. 



   
 

20 
 

sustained winds. Another storm January 25–27 brought 8" of snow and 0.6" of SWE, followed by 
strong ridgetop winds January 28–29 that added significant wind loading. 

Avalanches 

January 11: at least 12 avalanches were triggered by people in Turnagain Pass on both sides of 

the highway. Some of these were sympathetic or remotely-triggered. These avalanches 

occurred on multiple aspects between 2,300 and 3,000’ and were D1-D3 in size. 

January 15 -16: widespread natural activity occurred in the D2-D3 range across zones.  

January 16: a significant near-miss occurred in Turnagain Pass when a snowmachine remote-

triggered an avalanche on the Widowmaker path on Seattle Ridge that was about 1 mile wide 

and 3-4’ deep. 

January 25-28: a few more large natural avalanches occurred during the last storm of the 

month in Girdwood, Turnagain Pass, and Summit Lake. 

Chugach State Park: Avalanche activity increased sharply. By January 10, human-triggered and 

remote avalanches were occurring, primarily failing on facets around the Thanksgiving crust. 

Nine people were involved in avalanches, including four partial burials. A Special Avalanche 

Bulletin and Avalanche Warning were issued during this period. The January 15 storm produced 

a widespread natural cycle, including an avalanche reaching Hiland Road. A very large natural 

avalanche occurred on Flattop on January 17. A second widespread natural cycle occurred 

January 28–29, with avalanches failing on mid-pack and basal facets. 

 

February 
 

 SWE Snowfall 

Turnagain Pass 3.9 12 
Summit Lake 1.3 9 
Grouse Creek 3.5 7 
Glen Alps 1.7 12 

 

Weather events 

February consisted of strong northwest 
outflow winds, and temperatures that 
stayed below the seasonal average. The 
most significant storm arrived between Feb 
2-5 which brought rain to 3,000’. Most of 
February’s total SWE occurred during this 

 (02/06/2026) Rain runnels at mid elevations on 
Sunburst after 2.5” SWE was recorded in Turnagain. 
Photo: Marc Heifetz 
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storm with 2.5” reported in Turnagain and Seward, and only 0.5” in Summit. This would result in 
a crust that extended to 3,000’. 

A storm on Feb 10-11 brought snow to sea level burying the Feb 5 crust under 4 to 6” snow in 
Summit Lake, 6 to 12” in Turnagain and Seward, and up to 14” in the Girdwood area. The rest of 
the month was cold with few clouds, which assisted in the development of near-surface facets. 
In the Summit Lake and Seward zones, strong northwest winds mostly blew this layer away but 
it remained in isolated wind-protected terrain in Girdwood and Turnagain Pass. 

Chugach State Park: Dry conditions continued, with occasional wind events and minimal 
snowfall. A February 10 storm brought ~4" of new snow and 0.3" of SWE; other precipitation 
events were limited to trace amounts. 

Avalanches 

Feb 2-5: A widespread avalanche cycle produced wet slab avalanches below 2,000’ in Girdwood 
and Turnagain and storm slab avalanches across CNFAC zones.  

Feb 14: A large natural avalanche on Ragged Top in Girdwood with a crown depth up to 6’. It is 
likely that blowing snow overloaded a deeper weak layer that formed in December.  

Chugach State Park: A natural wind slab cycle occurred on February 11 in the South Fork of Eagle 
River following the storm and wind. Otherwise, avalanche activity was limited. 

 

March 
 

 SWE Snowfall 

Turnagain Pass 1.7 20 
Summit Lake 0.5 7 
Grouse Creek 1 13.5 
Glen Alps 2 26 

 

Weather events 

There were two noteworthy storms in March, 
between long durations of cold weather 
where the surface snow turned into facets.  

March 5-6: 0.9” SWE in Turnagain and 
around 0.3” SWE in Summit and Seward, 
which would bury a weak layer in isolated, 
previously wind sheltered terrain. The layer  (03/07/2026) Large natural avalanche on Notch Mtn 

in Girdwood. 
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was deeper and more widespread in the Girdwood area. 

March 7-18: Eleven days of cold temperatures, clear skies, and light winds, forming another layer 
of near-surface facets. 

March 19-20: A second storm would bury these facets under 8-10” snow (0.6” SWE) in Turnagain 
and around 12” snow (0.7” SWE) in Girdwood. Summit Lake and Seward only received a few 
inches of snow. This setup would lead to a widespread avalanche cycle in Girdwood and 
Turnagain. After the storm, there were eleven days of light winds and cold clear weather across 
the CNFAC zones. During this time surface hoar, facets, and sun crusts formed on the surface. 

Chugach State Park: A March 5–7 storm brought ~15" of new snow and 1.6" of SWE with minimal 
wind, followed by clear skies and increased skier traffic. There were several smaller wind events 
(March 17 and 19) that created some skier-triggered avalanches.  

Avalanches 

March 7-12: Natural and human-triggered slab avalanches in Girdwood and Turnagain on a 
buried weak layer averaging 1’ deep. There was also an increase in human-triggered dry loose 
avalanche activity.  

March 21: Natural avalanche cycle in Girdwood, Turnagain, and Placer. This included multiple 
human-triggered avalanches including a near-miss on Max’s Mtn in Girdwood. One person was 
fully buried sustaining injuries that necessitated a helicopter evacuation. The avalanche failed 
under the new snow on a layer of facets buried on March 19.  

March 27: A skier was caught in an avalanche near Lake George and did not survive. This was 
outside of CNFAC forecast area.  

Chugach State Park: A large skier-triggered avalanche occurred on Harp Mountain on March 11 
at the new/old snow interface. A likely natural avalanche occurred in Falls Creek around March 
19, followed by a human-triggered avalanche in the same area on March 21. 

April 
 

 SWE Snowfall 

Turnagain Pass 3.1 18 
Summit Lake 2.1 10 
Grouse Creek 4.1 2 
Glen Alps 2.7 21 

 

Weather events 

The month of April was colder and stormier 
than average, with the rainline consistently 

(04/20/2026) Below-average temperatures kept our 
wintertime snowpack alive much longer than usual. 
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remaining around 2,000’ or lower. This resulted in a winter snowpack at upper elevations and a 
transition to a springtime snowpack at lower elevations. Several large storms favored Portage 
and the Seward coastal mountains, each delivering over 1” SWE while Turnagain Pass and Summit 
Lake recorded 16 days of stormy weather, none of them recording more than 0.5” water in a 24 
hour period.  

April 31- May 1:  One of the largest storms of the season brought over 2” SWE to Portage and 
Seward, and 0.8” SWE to Turnagain Pass. Strong easterly winds recorded 30 to 100 mph gusts. 

Chugach State Park: Conditions began transitioning toward spring, though winter-like patterns 
persisted. A storm April 12–13 added 7" of new snow and 0.6" of SWE. A strong wind event April 
19–20 rapidly loaded the snowpack. 

Avalanches 

April 9-10: Widespread 
natural and human-
triggered avalanche activity 
across all CNFAC zones 
failing on a snow surface 
consisting of buried surface 
hoar, and facets buried 
roughly 1’ deep.  

April 19-20: Multiple large 
natural avalanches in 
Turnagain Pass and Summit 
Lake, averaging D2 to D3 in 
size. Portage and Seward 
also reported large 
avalanches from April 19 to 
April 22.   

April 28: large natural 
avalanches were observed in Portage, Crow Pass, and Turnagain Pass.  

April 29: snowmachiners on Seattle Ridge remote-triggered three avalanches late in the day.  

Wet slab avalanche activity was largely confined to terrain below 2,000’, further illustrating the 
stark contrast between the cold upper elevation snowpack and the warm lower elevations 
snowpack.   

Chugach State Park: A very large natural wet slab occurred on a SE aspect of Harp Mountain on 
April 12, followed by a wet loose avalanche on Rusty Peak on April 13. On April 16–17, multiple 
human-triggered avalanches occurred, including slides up to 5' deep on persistent weak layers. 
Two individuals were injured in Falls Creek on April 17; no burials were reported. The April 19–
20 wind event elevated avalanche danger to High. 

(04/29/2026) Massive natural avalanche on Bard Peak in the Portage 
Valley. 
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Finances and Fundraising - Friends of the Chugach 

Avalanche Center

Thank you, Friends!  

The Chugach NF 
Avalanche Center 
is funded roughly 
50% by the 

backcountry 
recreation 

community. Established in 2003, our 
nonprofit partner, Friends of the 
Chugach Avalanche Center, works 
together with the US Forest Service 
to bridge the gap between federal 
funds and the actual expenses of 
operating an avalanche center. 
Volunteers and generous donations 
are essential to funding the daily avalanche advisories through supporting forecasters’ salaries 
and equipment, as well as maintenance of the website and network of weather stations. It's easy 
to donate online, through Pick.Click.Give, employee giving programs, purchasing memberships, 
and joining us at fundraiser events. When our website users, local businesses, and partners give 
to Friends of the Chugach Avalanche Center, those dollars help save lives in Southcentral Alaska.  

The following are Platinum Titanium, and Gold level sponsors of 2025/2026. See the many others 
here. Thank you to all our supporters! 

Platinum Level Sponsors (over $5,000)  

 

 

 

 

Titanium and Gold Level ($1,000 - $4,999)  

 

  

https://www.cnfaic.org/friends/donate/
https://www.cnfaic.org/friends/sponsors-members/

